THE SÁMI IN FINLAND
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The Sámi are the only indigenous people within
the European Union Area. The status of the Sámi
was written into the constitution in 1995. The
Sámi have, as an indigenous people, the right to
maintain and develop their own language, culture
and traditional livelihoods.

SÁMI HANDICRAFTS DUODJI TYEJI TUEJJ
Sámi handicrafts are practical
objects that are handmade and
based on old traditions. Even
today, materials from the nature
are the basis of Sámi handicrafts.
The Sámi Duodji trademark
guarantees that the product is an
authentic Sámi handicraft made
by Sámi.

THE SÁMI LANGUAGE
In Finland, there are speakers of three
Sámi languages: North Sámi, Inari Sámi
and Skolt Sámi. North Sámi is the most
widely spoken of these languages. In
Finland, North Sámi is spoken by
approximately 2 000 people. Inari Sámi is
spoken exclusively in Finland. Skolt Sámi
is spoken mainly in Finland and in Russia
by few. In Finland, both languages have
approximately 300 speakers. Under the
pressure of dominant languages, many
Sámi have lost their mother tongue.

THE SÁMI DRESS

SÁMI MUSIC

The Sámi dress is the most visible
of the national symbols of the
Sámi. It carries the history of the
Sámi people and is an important
part of the national identity. In
Finland, there are five main
versions of the Sámi dress:
Enontekiö, Inari, the Skolt
Sámi, Utsjoki and Vuotso.

Sámi music is best known for
the traditional North Sámi yoik,
or luohti. Other traditional
forms of Sámi music include the
livđe of the Inari Sámi and the
leuʹdd of the Skolt Sámi. Today,
you can hear anything from
rock, pop, rap, heavy, techno,
dance to hymns and children's
songs in Sámi language.

IJAHIS IDJA, the Indigenous Peoples' Music Festival is
held yearly in August, in the village of Inari.
SKÁBMAGOVAT (Reflections of the Endless
Night), the Indigenous Peoples' Film Festival,
held in Inari yearly in January, is the most important
forum for Sámi films.

LIVELIHOODS
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The traditional Sámi livelihoods are fishing, gathering,
handicrafts, hunting and reindeer herding and the
modern ways of practising them. Out of the traditional
Sámi livelihoods, reindeer herding still functions as one
of the important cornerstones of the Sámi culture by
offering both language arena as well as material for,
among others, clothing, other Sámi handicrafts and
food culture. Ever since the development of reindeer
herding, reindeer has been an important form of
transportation.
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SÁPMI SÄÄMI SÄÄʹMM
The Sámi have lived in an area that now extends
across four countries , that is, Finland, Norway,
Sweden and Russia. The population of Sámi is
estimated to be over 75 000, about 10 000 of which
living in Finland. More than 60 per cent of them
now live outside the Sámi homeland.
The Sámi homeland in Finland covers the
Municipalities of Enontekiö, Inari and Utsjoki as
well as the Lappi reindeer-herding district in the
Municipality of Sodankylä.

THE SELF-GOVERNMENT BODY OF
THE SÁMI
The Sámi Parliament is the supreme political
body of the Sámi in Finland representing the
Sámi in national and international connections.
It is an independent legal entity of public law
which, due to its self-governmental nature, is
not a state authority or part of the public
administration.

THE SONG OF THE SÁMI FAMILY
The Song of the Sámi Family is the official national
anthem of the Sámi. The words were written by Isak
Saba, the first Sámi Member of Parliament in
Norway, and the music is by the Norwegian
composer Arne Sørlie.

THE SÁMI FLAG
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The Sámi Flag was designed by the Sámi artist Astrid
Båhl. The Sámi have twelve flag flying days adopted
by the Sámi Conference, the most important of
which is the Sámi National Day on 6th of February.

MORE INFORMATION
The Sámi Parliament in Finland www.samediggi.fi
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